LYMAN TRUMBULL

On the 10th of February, Trumbull reported the Hen-
derson Resolution from the Committee on the Judiciary,
with an amendment in the nature of a substitute in the
following terms:

ARTICLE XIII

SECTION 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude,
except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have
been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States or any
place subject to their jurisdiction.

SECTION &. Congress shall have power to enforce this article
by appropriate legislation.

The phraseology followed pretty closely that of the Ordi-
nance of 1787. Trumbull adopted it because it was among
the household words of the nation. To become effective
as a part of the Constitution, this article required the
votes of two thirds of each branch of Congress and ratifi-
cation by the legislatures of three fourths of the States.
Presenting the resolution to the Senate, Trumbull said
that nobody could doubt that the conflict then raging,
and all the desolation and death consequent thereon, had
their origin in the institution of slavery; that even those
who contended that the trouble was due to the agitators
and abolitionists of the North must admit that if there
were no slavery there would be no abolitionists. So also it
must be admitted that if there had been no slavery there
would have been no secession and no civil war. All the
strife that had ever afflicted the nation, or all that could
be considered menacing to the country's peace, had had
its source in that institution. Various laws had been passed
by Congress to give freedom to slaves of rebel owners and
even these laws had not been executed properly. The
President of the United States had issued a preliminary
proclamation in September, 1862, and a final one in Janu-
ary, 1863, declaring all slaves under rebel control free,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